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PROJECT LOCATIONS 
Wildlife ACT projects are located across 5 different locations in Zululand, Northern KwaZulu-Natal:  
 

 The iMFOLOZI SECTION of Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park  
 The HLUHLUWE SECTION of Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park  
 Manyoni Private Game Reserve [- PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS Zululand Rhino Reserve (ZRR)] 
 Mkhuze Game Reserve 
 Tembe Elephant Park 
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TEMBE ELEPHANT PARK  
Situated in Northern Zululand, and adjoining the Mozambique border, Tembe Elephant Park is most widely 
known for having over 200 of the world’s largest Elephants, which are also the last remaining indigenous 
herd in KwaZulu-Natal and includes the legendary big “Tuskers.” (“Tuskers” are elephants whose enormous 
tusks weigh more than 45.45kg.)  
 
Tembe is comprised of 30,000 hectares – the land was historically owned by the Tembe tribe, the ancestral 
custodians of the area. Nkosi (Chief) Mzimba Tembe donated the land for the formation of this Game 
Reserve, and it is still owned by the Tembe tribe community, while its precious bio-diversity is managed by 
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife; the KwaZulu-Natal conservation service.  
 

Tembe is a “Big 5” Reserve (Lion, Leopard, Black and White Rhino, Buffalo and Elephant), but there are no 
Cheetah on the Reserve. It is home to a rich diversity of other wildlife such as Hippo, Zebra and various 
antelope species, from the majestic Giraffe which stand at 5 metres tall, down to one of the smallest 
antelope in Africa - the Suni, at only 35 centimetres high!  
 
The area now known as Tembe Elephant Park is real wild country. The park is situated within the sand-veld 
ecological zone and consists mainly of closed woodland and secondary thicket formation.  
The zone falls within a transition area between tropical and sub-tropical forms and therefore is home to a 
great diversity of vegetation as well as over 340 bird species, making it a delight for bird lovers.   
 

 
Wildlife ACT’s main focus on TEMBE, is the monitoring of the Lion and the Wild Dog populations.  

There are two daily monitoring sessions per day, focusing on Lion or Wild Dog.  
In addition to this, there will be two sessions of Elephant monitoring during a 2-week cycle  

(mostly likely one Elephant monitoring session per week).  
During these monitoring sessions, any incidental sightings of other endangered and priority species 

including Vultures, Rhino and Leopard will also be recorded. 
 

NOTE: A significant and very valuable component of all wildlife monitoring is the use  
of camera traps, since they provide extra “eyes” for us in the field, especially at night.  

On all our projects, the regular checking and rotation of camera sites, and  
downloading & sorting of camera trap images, forms an integral part of the monitoring work.  

 

 
We are proud to partner with and carry out work for "Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife", our provincial park 
authority, on Tembe Elephant Park. 
The Wildlife ACT team at Tembe also has the privilege of assisting with job creation and skills development, 
through the national Environmental Monitors program that has recently been adopted in the Park.  
Government funding has been made available to train and employ a number of Environmental Monitors to 
provide support to Conservation Management, in certain game reserves within South Africa.   
At Tembe, Wildlife ACT has been asked to help mentor and impart skills to these locally-based individuals, 
which means that they will be participating in monitoring sessions, interacting with our staff and 
volunteers at Tembe, and assisting with camp tasks as a means to expose them to a career in conservation, 
and to create medium and long term employment and social benefits.   
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These individuals will be able to impart local knowledge about the region, and about Zulu culture and 
traditions….. We encourage you to embrace the knowledge-sharing opportunity that this presents! 
 

TEMBE RESEARCH CAMP ACCOMMODATION:  
Tembe volunteers are based in a research camp within the natural sand forest. The camp offers three 
wooden cabins nestled amongst the trees and thickets, with a separate communal toilet & shower block, 
as well as a communal kitchen, dining, lounge and braai area.  
 
To view images of the accommodation (research camp) please click on the link below: 
http://wildlifeact.com/galleries/photo-galleries/tembe-volunteer-camp/  
 

 
 

MANYONI PRIVATE GAME RESERVE  

(previously known as  ZULULAND RHINO RESERVE ( ZRR)  
 
Zululand Rhino Reserve (ZRR) (now known as MANYONI PRIVATE GAME RESERVE),  lies within the 
Msunduzi valley in northern Zululand. The area falls under the Mkuze Valley Lowveld vegetation type, 
varying from open Savanna thornveld, bushveld to riverine woodland, characterized by Acacia and Marula 
tree species. The reserve has over 70 Mammal species and an exceptional diversity of birdlife. 
The Reserve was established in 2004 and comprises of 17 landowners who have dropped their internal 
fences to create a “Big 5”, Endangered Species reserve. Besides the “Big 5” (Lion, Leopard, Black and White 
Rhino, Buffalo and Elephant), the reserve has Cheetah, African Wild Dogs, Hyaena, Jackal, Wildebeest, 
Giraffe, Zebra, Bushpig, Warthog, Chacma Baboons, Vervet Monkeys, Honey Badgers, Mongoose and 
various antelope species including Kudu, Nyala, Impala, Reedbuck, Bushbuck, Duiker, and a variety of 
Tortoises, Terrapins, Snakes and Lizards. 
 
The WWF Black Rhino Range Expansion Project was the conduit for the formation of the reserve. 
The Reserve was chosen as a release site for the WWF Black Rhino Range Expansion Project and in 2005 a 
founder population of black rhino were released into their new home. In 2009 the reserve was proclaimed 
as a Nature Reserve acknowledging the reserve as a site of biodiversity importance that makes essential 
contributions to the conservation of species and habitats. 
 

 
Wildlife ACT’s main focus on MANYONI (ZRR) is the monitoring of the  

African Wild Dogs, Cheetah, Elephant and Lion. 
During these monitoring sessions, any incidental sightings of other endangered and priority species 

including Rhino, Vultures and Leopard, will also be recorded. 
Our team also occasionally assist with game counts or vegetation assessments on Manyoni (ZRR).  

 
NOTE: A significant and very valuable component of all wildlife monitoring is the use  
of camera traps, since they provide extra “eyes” for us in the field, especially at night.  

On all our projects, the regular checking and rotation of camera sites, and  
downloading & sorting of camera trap images, forms an integral part of the monitoring work. 

 

http://wildlifeact.com/galleries/photo-galleries/tembe-volunteer-camp/
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MANYONI (ZRR) RESEARCH CAMP ACCOMMODATION:  
Manyoni (ZRR) volunteers are housed in a large and secluded house within the reserve, and the camp 
offers twin rooms, an indoor bathroom, a large kitchen and a lovely patio dining area.  
 
To view images of the accommodation (research camp) please click on the link below: 
http://wildlifeact.com/galleries/photo-galleries/zululand-rhino-reserve-volunteer-camp/  
 

 
 

MKHUZE GAME RESERVE (north western section of "iSimangaliso Wetland Park")  

Mkhuze Game Reserve was proclaimed in 1912, and celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2012. It now 
constitutes the north western section of the "iSimangaliso Wetland Park" (which is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site). A place of great beauty and high contrasts, Mkhuze’s 40,000 hectares are renowned for an 
astonishing diversity of natural habitats, from the foothills of the Ubombo Mountains along its north 
western boundary, to broad stretches of acacia savannah, swamps, a variety of woodlands and riverine 
forests as well as a rare type of sand-forest. The Mkhuze River, with a beautiful stretch of fig forest along its 
banks, curves along the Reserve's northern and eastern borders.  

Mkhuze Game Reserve is a "Big 5" Reserve, due to the re-introduction of Lions to the Reserve in 2013.  
The Reserve offers an abundance of wildlife, including endangered species such as Black Rhino, Cheetah, 
African Wild Dog and Vultures. Other animals to be found in the Reserve include: Hyaena, Jackal, Giraffe, 
Blue Wildebeest, Zebra, Bushpig, Warthog, Chacma Baboons, Vervet Monkeys, Honey Badgers, Mongoose 
and various antelope species, including Waterbuck, Kudu, Nyala, Impala, Duiker, Steenbok and Suni. There 
are also a wide variety of Tortoises, Terrapins, Snakes and Lizards. 

Mkhuze is also famous for its rich birdlife, and its 420 recorded bird species attract ornithologists from all 
over the world. The beautiful Nsumo pan, the large natural 'lake' within the reserve, is host to 
Hippopotamus, Nile Crocodiles, Pinkbacked and White Pelicans, as well as a diversity of storks, ducks, geese 
and other water birds which gather in spring. Nsumo supports one of only 2 major Pinkbacked Pelican 
breeding colonies in southern Africa.  

 
Wildlife ACT’s main focus in Mkhuze is primarily on African Wild Dog,  

but also including Cheetah and Lion wherever possible.  
During these monitoring sessions, any incidental sightings of other endangered and priority species 

including Vultures, Rhino, Elephant and Leopard will also be recorded. 
 

NOTE: A significant and very valuable component of all wildlife monitoring is the use  
of camera traps, since they provide extra “eyes” for us in the field, especially at night.  

On all our projects, the regular checking and rotation of camera sites, and  
downloading & sorting of camera trap images, forms an integral part of the monitoring work. 

 

http://wildlifeact.com/galleries/photo-galleries/zululand-rhino-reserve-volunteer-camp/
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Mkhuze has a critical need to ensure daily sightings of the Wild Dog pack.  
The pressing need to track this particular pack of Wild Dogs is due to the fact that Mkhuze Game Reserve 
suffers from a constant influx of poachers, since ¾ of the reserve is surrounded by local rural 
communities who consistently trespass onto the reserve to set snares with the intention of catching bush 
meat (mostly antelope).  
Tragically, these snares have a large unintended by-catch, which includes any unsuspecting animal that 
walks into the snares – including Rhino, Elephant, and very often the Wild Dogs since they cover such large 
distances daily in search of food.  
 
For this reason it is absolutely vital that the monitoring team devotes the majority of their time to 
locating the Wild Dog pack each morning and evening, to ensure that all the dogs are accounted for and 
unharmed. This does involve early starts to the day, and getting back late to camp in the evening, but is a 
crucial part of the work we are doing! 

MKHUZE RESEARCH CAMP ACCOMMODATION:  
Mkhuze volunteers are based at a small research camp, which has two bedrooms with separate shower 
and toilet facilities, a kitchen with an inside dining room, and an outside lounge and braai area.  
The camp is situated in walking distance of the main tourist camp -"Mantuma camp", which is open to 
the general public and has a small curio shop and swimming pool. 
 
To view images of the accommodation (research camp) please click on the link below: 
http://wildlifeact.com/galleries/photo-galleries/mkhuze-volunteer-camp/ 

 

 
 

HLUHLUWE-iMFOLOZI PARK   (HiP)  
 
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park (established in 1895), is one of the oldest Game Reserves in Africa. It is very large 
(960 km² / 96,000 ha), and contains an immense diversity of fauna and flora.  
 
Due to the size of the protected area, logistically it is divided into two Management Sections: namely the 
Hluhluwe Section and the iMfolozi Section, but the two sections are not separated by fences, and are 
managed together as “one natural system.”  
 
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park (HiP) is home to a rich diversity of wildlife, including the "Big 5" (Black and White 
Rhinoceros, Elephant, Buffalo, Lion and Leopard), as well as species such as African Wild Dog, Cheetah, 
Hyaena, Jackal, Blue Wildebeest, Giraffe, Zebra, Nile Crocodile, Hippopotamus, Bushpig, Warthog, 
Mongoose, Chacma Baboons, Vervet Monkeys, as well as various antelope species including Waterbuck, 
Kudu, Nyala, Impala, Reedbuck, Bushbuck, Duiker, Steenbok and Suni, and a variety of Tortoises, Terrapins, 
Snakes and Lizards.  The park is also a prime birding destination, with over 320 recorded bird species.  
                               
We are proud to be assisting "Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife", the national park authority, in protecting the 
endangered and threatened species on Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park. 
 

http://wildlifeact.com/galleries/photo-galleries/mkhuze-volunteer-camp/
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THE HLUHLUWE SECTION: 
The northern section of the park (known as the Hluhluwe section) has hilly topography where altitudes 
range from 80 to 540 metres above sea level. The high ridges support coastal scarp forests, with valley 
bushveld at lower levels. 
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Wildlife ACT’s main focus in the HLUHLUWE SECTION, includes the  

monitoring of the African Wild Dogs, Lion and Elephant populations. 
 

NOTE: A significant and very valuable component of all wildlife monitoring is the use  
of camera traps, since they provide extra “eyes” for us in the field, especially at night.  

On all our projects, the regular checking and rotation of camera sites, and  
downloading & sorting of camera trap images, forms an integral part of the monitoring work. 

 

 

HLUHLUWE RESEARCH CAMP ACCOMMODATION:  
Hluhluwe volunteers are based at the Hluhluwe research camp, affectionately known as ‘Dung Beetle’, 
which is located on top of a hill, in a coastal scarp forest. Dung Beetle camp is shared with other 
scientists and researchers carrying out studies in the park, although their rooms are separate from our 
Wildlife ACT participants.  
Our Wildlife ACT volunteers are accommodated in twin rooms, and have communal toilet and shower 
facilities. There is also a communal kitchen and barbecue area. 
The camp is situated within walking distance from the main Tourist camp – "Hilltop camp", which is open 
to the general public and has a restaurant, small shop and swimming pool.   
 
To view images of the accommodation (research camp) at HLUHLUWE, please click on the link below: 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
THE iMFOLOZI SECTION: 
The topography in the southern iMfolozi section ranges from the lowlands of the Black and White iMfolozi 
River beds, to steep hilly country which includes some wide and deep valleys. Habitats in the iMfolozi 
Section are primarily grasslands, which extend into Acacia savannah and woodlands. 
 
iMfolozi was the home of the now famous “Operation Rhino” in the 1950's and 60's, which resulted in the 
saving of the Southern White Rhino (Ceratotherium simum) from extinction. 
iMfolozi is also famous for its ‘Wilderness Trails’ which originated in iMfolozi in the 1950’s, and the Park’s 
renowned Game Capture unit. 
 

 
Wildlife ACT’s main focus in the iMFOLOZI SECTION, includes the  

monitoring of the African Wild Dogs, as well as Lions and Cheetah.  
 

NOTE: A significant and very valuable component of all wildlife monitoring is the use  
of camera traps, since they provide extra “eyes” for us in the field, especially at night.  

On all our projects, the regular checking and rotation of camera sites, and  
downloading & sorting of camera trap images, forms an integral part of the monitoring work. 
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iMFOLOZI RESEARCH CAMP ACCOMMODATION:  
Our volunteers are based on top of a hill in the iMfolozi section, near a Section Ranger’s outpost, in an 
Eco-camp. The camp offers twin rooms, separate toilet and shower facilities, a rustic kitchen, decked 
sitting area and barbecue area. There is a spectacular view of the Black iMfolozi River from a lookout 
post below the camp, affectionately called "the Rock".  
*Just a note:  the accommodation at the iMfolozi camp is basic, isolated and reliant on a generator and 
solar power for electricity. At times the power supply can be somewhat unreliable, so please ensure that 
you have enough spare batteries to rely on in case you cannot recharge there as often as you would like.  
 
To view images of the accommodation (research camp) at iMFOLOZI, please click on the link below: 
http://wildlifeact.com/galleries/photo-galleries/imfolozi-volunteer-camp/  
 
 
 
 

SHORT-TERM LEOPARD SURVEY PROJECTS   
 
In addition to the various intensive Monitoring projects listed above, that are being conducted in Zululand, 
Wildlife ACT is also officially contracted by the international wild cat organisation, “Panthera”, to conduct  
short-term Leopard population surveys, within KwaZulu-Natal, using remote camera-trapping survey 
methods.  
The survey work we do has a direct impact on the national leopard population in South Africa.  
 
Due to their wide distribution, leopards are one of the most extensively persecuted wild cats in the world. 
Leopards are protected inside Game Reserves in the province, but are widely persecuted when they range 
beyond park boundaries. Within some South African communities, leopards are hunted for their skins, 
which are often used for traditional ceremonial purposes. Farmers also frequently hunt leopards in 
retribution for livestock loss. 
Despite such widespread persecution, leopards are often assumed to warrant low conservation priority. 
Although there have been numerous studies on the ecology and behaviour of leopards, the conservation 
concerns of the species have rarely been addressed.  
 
By monitoring leopards using camera trap surveys, the data received by these surveys inform conservation 
staff on basic leopard ecology, use of their range, and interactions with local communities and livestock, all 
of which helps shape the country's regional conservation initiatives; informing Policy (laws) and effecting 
real change. Using scientific data collected over the years, Panthera has in the past helped to rewrite 
public policy (laws) regulating leopard trophy hunting and the management of “problem” animals.  
 
These surveys will take place on various different locations within ZULULAND, including for example: 
 

 Ithala Game Reserve 
 Mkhuze Game Reserve 
 Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park  
 KwaZulu Private Game Reserve 
 Emakhosini Ophathe Heritage Park (EOHP)  
 The Eastern Shores (Cape Vidal section) of iSimangaliso Wetland Park 

http://wildlifeact.com/galleries/photo-galleries/imfolozi-volunteer-camp/
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These intensive “short-term surveys” will be conducted for a period of approximately 2 months (8 weeks), 
on each of the reserves listed above. (The exact dates and finer details of each location are yet to be 
finalised, since we work in partnership with these reserves.)   
 

 
Wildlife ACT’s main focus on these short-term Survey projects involves setting up and/or  
taking down the motion sensor cameras at different locations – (note that this occurs at  

the beginning, and end, of each survey - which lasts for a 2-month period).  
 

The ongoing fieldwork for the Leopard survey team, involves driving to each camera site  
within the reserve. At each of the sites, the team will check to see that the cameras are active  

and are still attached to the poles correctly to get the best leopard photos.  
(The cameras may have been bumped off by curious animals).   

The team will change the batteries and download the images from the cameras on to a USB device  
to work through back at the camp. There may also be a need to clear some vegetation  

or make natural barriers to protect the cameras and their very important data from inquisitive animals. 
   

*Any sightings of other priority species animals which occur on these reserves,  
will be recorded as incidental sightings, during the course of driving around the reserve  

to perform the camera trap fieldwork.  
 

Back at camp, the team will download all the photos collected and then start the very important  
task of sorting and categorising them into different Priority Species Folders.  This may take some time 

behind a computer at camp, however by doing this you will be greatly assisting the reserve with  
crucial data for optimal management of the wildlife area.  

 
Camera download days are usually only 4 days of the week. The camera downloads take on average  

4 – 7 hours on any given day. Once the selected camera-sites have been downloaded for the day, and the 
photographs have been correctly catalogued, you will have some free time. 

 

 
As you can see, this is an EXTREMELY important project, and a very exciting one to be able to contribute to 
– you can look back one day and say you were actively part of a team that directly informed government 
decisions regarding a threatened species in South Africa.   
  
If you are interested in participating in these survey projects, please email Bronwen, on 
bronwen@wildlifeact.com for more information on the exact locations, dates & availability. 

                                   

mailto:bronwen@wildlifeact.com

